


December Ushers 
Herbert & Ima Ruth Jacoby 

From The Director 
Fellow Concordians, by the time this article 
makes it to print, we will have discussed and re-
viewed and otherwise decided on the 
“budget” for our little church for 2009. For those 
of you who attended the voters meeting, you 
can see the issues we face. For those who did-
n’t make it, I’ll tell you.  
 We have financial issues and we need to 
address them. The council worked through a 
VERY difficult, and yet very civil, long meeting to 
develop a budget for next year. We cut and 
slashed wherever we could, but we refused to 
allow cuts to the most important part of our 
budgets—salary and benefits, and monies that 
the respective boards have designated for do-
ing GOD’S WORK. As Pastor has said, the money 
from the gas lease is indeed a test. It is a test 
that we are failing, brothers and sisters. We are 
falling well short of what we need to run this 
church and do the work that God Himself is in-
spiring our Council leaders to undertake. We 
have undergone some drastic changes in our 
little church, but we all agreed unanimously, in 
public at least, to do those changes.  
  I ask each and every one of you who 
believes that the Holy Spirit drives what Concor-
dia is moving towards to take some very serious 
time in prayer to understand that it takes all of 
us working together to continue our good 
works. Please review your stewardship principles 
and help all of us reach the goals we have set 
by making sure the money to do them all is 
available.  In Christ’s love,  
                                                           Hank Henning 
 

Windsock Going Digital 
Starting with the January 2009 issue, the Wind-
sock will be delivered to your email address in-
stead of your postal address. Watch for it and 
inform Computer Guru Bruce Nelson if it does 
not arrive by the first. If your email address has 
changed, please update it with Bruce ASAP. 
 There will also be copies of the Windsock 
available in the narthex each first Sunday if you 
would like to pick up a hard copy.  
 It is anticipated that this new delivery 
method will allow the information included to 
be more timely, since we will circumvent the 
days needed for printing, folding & mailing.   

Concordia Youth Christmas Party 
Saturday, December 13 

6:00—9:00 pm 
At Ruth Donald’s Home 

527 Westbury Drive 
Grapevine 

Dinner will be provided—Free! 
Bring a $10.00 gift card  

to exchange. 
Please RSVP  

by Wednesday, December 3 
on the sheet in the Youth Room. 

 
“The Son of God became a man to enable 
men to become sons of God.”  
                                    C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 



Did You Know... 
...that Isabella Hoffman once again made 
straight A’s on her report card? 
...that Beth Grover’s mother is coming all the 
way from Marquette, Michigan to celebrate 
Christmas in Texas with Beth? 
...that the Super Grapes, Concordia’s coed soft-
ball team, went four and four in the fall season? 
The Grapes will not be playing in the winter sea-
son, but will resume the fun in the spring. 
...that Concordia sent six high school youth and 
two adults to the Texas District Youth Gathering 
called “Glorybound” in Fort Worth over Thanks-
giving weekend?  
…and that Erin Rustan, Concordia’s Director of 
Family Ministry, was part of the planning team 
for the event and was in charge of the Prayer 
Room there? 
...that the Children’s Sunday School time has 
been moved to 9 am so that Ruth Donald can 
work with them on music? This is especially im-
portant during December since they will be 
practicing music for the Christmas program.  
...that a date has already been selected for 
next year’s GODtoberfest? This committee, un-
der the leadership of Ruth Donald, Director of 
Music, has chosen October 10, 2009 for the 
event. Monthly meetings will be held every third 
Thursday starting in January, with subcommit-
tees planning advertising, food, activities, fund-
raising, and of course, music. See Ruth if you 
would like to help with this outreach event.  

Lay Readers Wanted 
The Lay Readers List will be updated starting in 
January. If you would like to serve in this capac-
ity by reading the first Bible lesson during wor-
ship services on Sundays, contact Richard Hlad, 
head of the Board of Lay Ministry. Readers are 
assigned Sundays through the liturgical year, 
usually about once every three months.  
 If you are currently on the list and wish to 
continue, please advise Richard.  

The Hanging of the Green 
If you are a longtime member of Concordia, 
you will probably notice some changes this year 
in the way in which we celebrate the Advent 
and Christmas seasons. It has been decided 
that Advent will liturgically be a time of prepa-
ration and that Christmas and Epiphany will be 
celebrated with wreaths, poinsettias, and the 
Christmas tree.  
 To that end, you will see the Advent 
wreath on the altar at worship on the first Sun-
day of Advent, November 30. The candles of 
the wreath will be progressively lit on the four 
Sundays of Advent by members playing the 
roles of Old Testament characters. The Advent 
banners will be in place on the altar and then 
moving to the east wall of the sanctuary as the 
weeks progress.  
 The Christmas decorations, including the 
tree with its gold and white ornaments, will be 
put into place for the Christmas Eve service and 
will stay up through the celebration of Epiph-
any, January 6. It is hoped that these changes 
will help us all to more deeply reflect on the re-
pentance theme of Advent followed by the joy-
ous celebration at the Birth of the Savior.  
 To this end, we will be doing the tradi-
tional Hanging of the Green at 7 pm on Sunday, 
December 21. This will be immediately after the 
last Advent service of the year, the 601 Con-
temporary Worship. Snacks will be available as 
we decorate the tree, hang the wreaths, and 
put the candles in place for the Christmas Eve 
service.  
 All are invited to attend and join us as we 
make the church ready for the happy news told 
to us at Christmas -“ I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people. Today in 
the town of David a Savior has been born to 
you; he is Christ the Lord.” 

Surprise  
Christmas Tree 

Even though there  will not 
be a Christmas tree in the 
sanctuary until Christmas 
Eve, there will be a 
‘surprise tree’ in the Fel-
lowship Hall for all to enjoy 

during December. Ruth Donald has donated 
the tree; Mele Masalosalo is donating her time 
to put the tree and lights up. But we have no 
decorations! The surprise? As you come to 
church this month, please bring tree ornaments 
you are not going to use and hang them on the 
surprise tree.  By the time Christmas arrives, we 
hope to be surprised by the beauty of the tree 
and all its beautiful decorations donated with 
love by all of you.  



December Birthdays 
December 6—Travis Attanasio 

December 10—Dawn Masalosalo 
December 10—Ele Masalosalo 

December 11—Oisin Doyle 
December 14—Valerie Doyle 

December 20—Nicole Luckenbill 
December 23—Herb Jacoby 

December 26—Lisa Holley 
December 28—Edwin Hoffman 

“Before you were born I set you apart.” 
Jeremiah 1:5 

Lay Readers For December 
December 7—Richard Hlad 

December 14—Kalei Masalosalo 
December 21—Richard Knowles 

December 24—Stella Hlad 
December 25—Jeanice Gerlikovski 

December 28—Robert Holley 

 New Directors Selected 
The Board of Evangelism has been under great 
leadership by its previous directors. The dedica-
tion and commitment of the current members 
of this board make it our honor to be given the 
opportunity to carry on this leadership as Direc-
tors.  We pray that God will continue to guide 
and lead us in the right direction. There are 
many non-believers and un-churched in our 
community and, as a Board, we will continue to 
focus on ways to reach out to those who are in 
need of Christ. God is Good...All the Time! 
                                        Mase & Mele Masalosalo 

You Are Invited  
To a  

Birthday Party! 
 

On December 6, from 10 
am to noon, the Board of 

Education is sponsoring a family Advent festival 
in the Fellowship Hall with the theme, ‘Happy 
Birthday, Jesus.’ There will be arts and crafts, 
carols, a reading of the Christmas story, and a 
cake. Families are asked to bring an un-
wrapped toy for a needy child, which will be 
wrapped as an ending activity. If you are un-
able to attend, you may still bring a toy to do-
nate and/or wrapping paper  for the gifts.  
 Please join us with your children to honor 
the real reason for the season and wish our Lord 
and Savior a “Happy Birthday” as we celebrate 
together.  

Adult Christmas Party 
6:30 pm on Friday, December 12 

at the home of Richard & Stella Hlad, 
1812 Arthur Drive, Colleyville. 

Bring a snack to share  
and an ornament to exchange. 
Sign up sheet in the narthex. 

Sponsored by the Board of Fellowship. 

Potted poinsettias will be avail-
able again this year to be pur-
chased for use as part of the 
Christmas decorations in the 
sanctuary and taken home 

after the candlelight service on Christmas Eve. 
The cost is $15; an order sheet is in the narthex.  

A Very Special  
Christmas Program 

On Sunday, December 21, the annual Christmas 
program will be incorporated into the 10:30 wor-
ship service.  The program, under the direction 
of Ruth Donald and Lea Young, is called ‘The 
Voices of Advent’ and will incorporate the Con-
cordia adult choir, actors portraying old testa-
ment characters, a full array of shepherds, wise 
men, and angels, along with the Holy Family. As 
always the most endearing part of the program 
will be the children! Be sure to be in attendance 
at this celebration of our Lord’s birth.  

Choir Notes 
The adult choir will enjoy a Christmas party at 
the home of Ruth Donald on Saturday, Decem-
ber 20.  If you would like to join the choir, see 
Ruth for December rehearsal times. Join now for 
the Christmas season (and the party). 
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     OUR MISSION AT CONCORDIA 
Living joyfully in friendship, love and ministry 
Openly reaching out with the Gospel 
Visibly sharing the life of Christ through Word & Sacrament 
Encouraging spiritual growth and development     

SHARING GOD’S LOVE & TOUCHING PEOPLE’S LIVES 
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